A generalized learning deficit in albino rats with early median raphe or pontine reticular formation lesions.
Recent studies suggest that lesions of the median raphe or pontine reticular formation in adult rats are associated with a nonspecific (generalized) learning impairment. The present study showed that lesions in the region of the median raphe or pontine reticular formation in 21 day old rats likewise produced a nonspecific learning impairment, as evidence by significant deficits on a visual discrimination, nonvisual incline plane discrimination, 3-cul maze, and three simple spatial problems. The finding that relatively large lateral pontomesencephalic lesions did not lead to deficient learning of any of these tasks indicates that lesion locus rather than lesion size is responsible for the production of the learning deficits observed in this study.